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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS DOWN 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the reports 
have just come out a few minutes ago, 
and it’s great news for America: 243,000 
jobs were created in January, which is 
150,000 more than were expected. The 
unemployment rate is down to 8.3 per-
cent from 8.5 percent. So the programs 
are working. I congratulate President 
Obama, and urge my Republican col-
leagues to pass a jobs bill so we can 
continue to have a downslide on unem-
ployment. 

Now, I know Mitt Romney says he’s 
not concerned about the very poor, but 
this is good news for all Americans, 
from the very poor to the middle class. 

This Congress needs to work together 
with the President to pass a jobs bill 
and to make sure that unemployment 
keeps going down. This is great news 
for all America, great news for Presi-
dent Obama, and great news for all of 
us. 

f 

CBO REVEALS PRESIDENT’S 
FAILED POLICIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, throughout his campaign for 
the White House, the President made 
an empty promise to cut our deficit in 
half by the end of his first term. Ear-
lier this week, the Congressional Budg-
et Office announced its projection that 
the President’s failed policies, sadly, 
have more than doubled the annual 
debt. Our debt has increased by almost 
$5 trillion over the last 3 years. This 
statistic shows that throughout the 
Presidency of the current President, 
the President has recklessly spent the 
tax dollars of hardworking American 
families. 

The Wall Street Journal stated: ‘‘To 
sum it all up, the CBO’s facts plainly 
show that Mr. Obama has the worst fis-
cal record of any President in modern 
times. No one else even comes close.’’ 
At a time when Americans are search-
ing for jobs, the President must follow 
through with this promise to the 
American people and work with both 
Houses of Congress to stop Washing-
ton’s out-of-control borrowing and 
spending. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONORING CENTENNIAL OF GIRL 
SCOUTS 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate and honor the cen-

tennial of our Nation’s Girl Scouts. For 
100 years, the Girl Scout experience has 
enriched the lives of millions of girls 
and their families through innovative 
and progressive programming that em-
braces the rich diversity of commu-
nities across our country. A corner-
stone of the Girl Scout movement, 
community service, allows girls to ex-
ercise their leadership skills on a vari-
ety of levels and at any age. 

Each year, thousands of service hours 
are provided to communities. Cleaning 
parks, organizing food and toy drives, 
planting trees and clearing forest 
trails, tutoring young students in mi-
grant camp summer schools, collecting 
basic essentials and backpacks for chil-
dren entering foster care, sending 
school supplies to Third World schools, 
visiting the elderly, and helping deliver 
food to homebound citizens are just a 
few of the important activities that 
Girl Scouts do every day to make the 
world, our world, a better place. That 
is something from which each of us can 
and should learn. 

I would like to personally honor the 
Girl Scouts of northeastern New York, 
which serves 12,000 girls and their fami-
lies in a 15-county region. I look for-
ward to dozens of these girls coming to 
visit Washington, D.C., in early June, 
where they will join others in song 
along the National Mall. 

From their individual efforts to 
hosting the Women of Distinction 
Award, thank you to our Girl Scouts 
and their leaders, and a very happy and 
healthy centennial celebration. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 658, 
FAA REAUTHORIZATION AND RE-
FORM ACT OF 2012 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 533 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 658) to amend title 49, United States 
Code, to authorize appropriations for the 
Federal Aviation Administration for fiscal 
years 2011 through 2014, to streamline pro-
grams, create efficiencies, reduce waste, and 
improve aviation safety and capacity, to pro-
vide stable funding for the national aviation 
system, and for other purposes. All points of 
order against the conference report and 
against its consideration are waived. The 
conference report shall be considered as 
read. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the conference report to 
its adoption without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit if applicable. 

b 0920 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlelady 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 

may consume. During the consider-
ation of the resolution, all time yielded 
is for the purposes of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 days to revise and extend their 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of this rule and the 
underlying bill. House Resolution 533 
provides for a standard rule for consid-
eration of the conference report for 
H.R. 658, the FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act of 2012. 

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the FAA, the United 
States aviation industry currently ac-
counts for nearly 11 million jobs and 
contributes $1.3 trillion to the Nation’s 
gross domestic product. 

Regrettably, since September 30, 
2007, the FAA has operated under a se-
ries of short-term, stopgap extensions. 
In fact, there have been 23 extensions 
of the FAA programs since the last 
multiyear reauthorization was signed 
into law 8 years ago. I’m relieved that 
we have finally stopped playing poli-
tics with the safety of our airline pas-
sengers and appear to be on the verge 
of passing a necessary, meaningful, and 
long-term FAA reauthorization. 

The FAA conference report provides 
responsible funding for FAA safety pro-
grams, air traffic control moderniza-
tion efforts, known as NextGen, and 
operations through 2015. It holds spend-
ing at fiscal year 2011 levels while pro-
viding $13.4 billion in projects that will 
create much needed construction jobs. 
The conference report contains no ear-
marks, and it does not raise taxes or 
passenger facility charges during this 
difficult economic time. 

With the passage of the reauthoriza-
tion, the deployment of NextGen tech-
nologies to replace our current, out-
dated, ground-based air traffic control 
system will begin. NextGen will bring 
an estimated net $281 billion benefit to 
the overall U.S. economy through de-
creased flight delays, decreased fuel 
use, and job opportunities for new, 
high-tech companies. 

The House-Senate agreement will 
also improve aviation safety for pas-
sengers, reform antiquated programs 
that have become overly reliant on 
government subsidies, and establish a 
process to address outdated and obso-
lete air traffic control facilities, there-
by saving taxpayer dollars. 

Because we are finally passing a 4- 
year authorization, the conference re-
port will provide long-term certainty 
for the aviation industry and all who 
rely upon it. This certainty will 
produce an environment which allows 
for the creation of high-paying and sus-
tainable jobs. Instead of wondering 
whether or not the next extension will 
squeeze by just before the expiration, 
employees and job creators can budget, 
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